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Ancient China 

 During the Warring States era in Ancient China, 600 B.C.E. – 300 B.C.E., this once 

lustrous civilization began experiencing a dramatic downfall with no select ruler and going to 

war with one-another, resulting in death, poverty and taxation. Within the Warring States three 

reforms, Confucianism, Daoism, and Legalism, where conceived in hope of transforming this 

once unified and glorious society into a utopia. Near the ending of 300 B.C.E., Legalism was set 

as the main form of government. Though Legalism was the key principle that China’s evolving 

civilization abided by why has Confucianism continued to thrive in Ancient China? 

Confucianism has thus gained many followers throughout the years and continues to prove to be 

a more stable and reinforcing code to consent with.  

Adler, Joseph A. “Confucianism in China Today.” Kenyon College. (2011):  

http://www2.kenyon.edu/Depts/Religion/Fac/Adler/Writings/Confucianism%20Today.pd

f (accessed October 25, 2011). 

A glimpse of historical information is given in context to give a sense of where and how 

Confucianism started and where it continued to evolve from. Though Confucianism went 

through a downfall it soon recovered and spread more rapidly than before, taking upon a 

new name, “Neo-Confucianism”. Some years later, after war and reconstruction, “Neo-

Confucianism” fell, thus bringing a new era of Confucianism called “New 

http://www2.kenyon.edu/Depts/Religion/Fac/Adler/Writings/Confucianism%20Today.pdf
http://www2.kenyon.edu/Depts/Religion/Fac/Adler/Writings/Confucianism%20Today.pdf


Confucianism”. Confucianism continued to see many collapse, yet still thrives today as a 

way of philosophy and historical context that has continued to influence Chinese culture, 

whether good or bad. “A professor at Beijing Normal University (Beijing Shifan Daxue), 

Yu Dan, gave a very popular series of TV lectures on the Analects of Confucius. She then 

published them in a book called Lunyu xinde, or Reflections on the Analects. This book, 

published in 2006, became a huge best-seller in China, a real publishing phenomenon, 

with over three million copies sold in its first four months in print . . . Still, it 

demonstrates that people are searching for something, and that they now regard 

Confucius and Confucianism with some admiration and pride.”
1
 

Cassie2489. “Confucianism vs. Legalism: A Clash of Philosophies.” Scribd (2011). 

 http://www.scribd.com/doc/53392746/Confucianism-vs-Legalism. 

This blog gives a brief contrast of Legalism and Confucianism, then going into depth of 

the background information, supporting each reform. Legalism is characterized as a 

symbol of power. Everything legalism stands for ultimately leads to the definition of 

power. The government has absolute power, the king or ruler has overall power and the 

society is limited with few compensations. Confucianism speaks of truth, following what 

was pasted down from history and is characterized as equality. “Whoever was ruler was 

powerful because the position held power, not because the person possessed any special 

qualities.”
2
 

Cheng, Chung-ying. New Dimensions of Confucian and Neo-Confucian Philosophy:  
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 Legalism Versus Confucianism. New York: State University of New York Press, 1991. 

This scholarly book declares that Confucianism was historically applicable, but it also 

was helpful to the rebuilding of the civilization and the relationships between man and 

their selves. Confucianism and its tenants were powerful enough to withstand the 

convictions of Legalism and gave light to the people, ensuring that it was far more 

powerful in bringing forth situations that Legalist only vision. Though Confucianism held 

so much praise, people continued to confuse it with the importance of stratification, 

rather than the importance of attempting to justify a utopian society for man. Though in 

doubt, Confucianism continues to thrive with hope for modern society to combine 

Confucianism, science and technology, proving victorious in humanizing civilization 

where moral values and the law can reconcile and concur. “Confucian humanism and 

humanitarianism provide a context and framework for such humanization, through which 

human values and the rule of law will remain not only compatible, but also will be 

integrated to achieve the ideal unity of the individual and society.”
3
 

Clark Atlanta University History Department.  The United States, Africa, and the World: A  

History Reader: The Analects of Confucius. Littleton, MA: Tapestry Press, Ltd, 2011-

2012.  

 Selections from The Analects of Confucius gives thought provoking methods of  

the teachings Confucius lead. The dialect between Confucius and the young boy, written 

down by fellow students who continued to pass on Confucius legacy after his death, 
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describes each principle that he formulated for the civilization to practice. These 

principles were in hope to better their society and bring them upward and away from the 

path of destruction during the Warring States era. Respect, history, honor, government 

and the Mandate from Heaven all play sufficient parts in the conquest for a utopian 

country. “The Master said, at fifteen I set my mind on learning; by thirty I had found my 

footing; at forty I was free of perplexities; by fifty I understood the will of Heaven; by 

sixty I learned to give ear to others; by seventy I could follow my hearts desires without 

overstepping the line.”
4
 

“Confucianism.” Crystal Links. http://www.crystalinks.com/confucianism.html 

 (accessed October 8, 2011). 

Confucianism became most commonly known during the Warring States in Ancient 

China. Now, Confucianism has taken a wide spread over many parts of China, including 

Hong Kong and Macao; other followers of Confucius teachings include Japan, Korea and 

Vietnam. Though Confucianism was not set as Chinas reform, the teachings of Confucius 

has proved to be more understandable and has continued to gain a vast amount of 

followers. There have also been creations of different forms of Confucianism. “A 

virtuous plebian who cultivates his qualities can be a gentleman, while a shameless son of 

a king is only a small man.”
5
 

Hsin-Hai, Chang. “The  Vitality of Confucianism.” The North American Review 216, no. 804  

 (1922): 625-636. 
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The genuineness of Confucianism has been misinterpreted by many, and people are now 

trying to find a more accessible way of providing the correct information. The teachings 

and methods of Confucianism are started to be questioned with all the confusion among 

the people. They want to know if what is being said is actually moral and truthful. The 

teachings have become redundant and are continuously compared to the religion of 

Christianity. “Now it is unfortunate that some of the enthusiastic modernists have their 

attention fixed only on what is of little value in traditional Confucianism and then say 

that if such is Confucianism it is clearly useless, and must of necessity be ineffectual 

either as a religious faith or as an ethical philosophy. A well-known philosopher who has 

recently been in China did not find anything worthwhile in Confucianism; except that it 

has taught the Chinese people how to be polite.”
6
 

Ip, Po Keung. "Is Confucianism Good for Business Ethics in China?" Journal of Business Ethics  

88, no. 3 (2009): 463-476.  

This scholarly article questions Confucianism and its benefits it can contribute to the 

twenty-first century. The issue is, if Confucianism is established as a working principle in 

the business world in China then what shall happen? Though there are similar 

characteristics of Confucianism shown within the business world as they try to change 

their standards, the thought of authorizing this reform is still in doubt. Confucianism and 

moral development and ethics undergo a compare and contrast that favors more similar 

attributes. “Being perceived as the crown jewel of feudalism, Confucianism had been 

systematically demonized, suppressed, and purged. Despite these harsh and brutal 

treatments, Confucianism recently finds a comeback, thanks to the endorsements by 
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many top government officials . . . On the academic side, local and overseas scholars 

have been promoting the values of Confucianism in the building of a business moral 

order in China.”
7
 

Kissinger, Henry. On China. New York: The Penguin Press, 2011. 

Confucianism came amongst the time of the Warring States era where China was seeing a 

fasten downfall. The teachings informed the people of living in peace, prosperity and 

harmony with one another, yet promised nothing of wealth or power. Confucius goals 

were not achieved before his death, yet, his followers continued to preach of his analects 

in hope that China would turn their selves over and abide. The civilization soon to heed 

to the analects, and Confucianism was adopted as a philosophy, a teaching and religion. 

The reign of Confucianism has lasted over many decades and brought the once crumbling 

society back to one piece, unified and collective, becoming more prosperous than before 

under the teachings of Confucianism. “Confucius was concerned more with the 

cultivation of social harmony than with the machinations of power.”
8
 

Levenson, Joseph R. “The Place of Confucius in Communist China.” The China Quarterly 12, 

 no. 12 (1962): 1-18. 

Confucianism is well abundant, and it is hard to believe when once before there were so 

many against the thought and teachings of this philosophy. Though Confucius and his 

teachings are starting to receive much praise, there are still many who doubt the 

genuineness and reality. Those who disagree with Confucianism claim that Confucius 
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taught people to value material items and put man before the Gods. With many doubts 

casted, Confucianism still prospers and is seen scholarly, consisting of school across the 

world and being a complement to communist in China today. “Confucius, here no 

wretched feudal crow, is the “Great Pheasant”, and it is his galvanizing of scholarship 

and his diffusion of it in new milieus, non-aristocratic, that give rise to the “Hundred 

Schools”.”
9
 

Liu, Henry C K. “The Abduction of Modernity; Part 3: Rule of Law vs. Confucianism.” 

Asian Times Online, July 24, 2003. 

This article demonstrates the relationship between the “Rule of Law”, Legalism, and 

Confucianism. Though Legalism is the set principle followed, Confucius teachings 

greatly influence and direct the government and the people. Legalism is only established 

to those who do not show justice, the criminals, liars and those who are disrespectful. To 

all other citizens, the rule does not apply. Instead of working against one another, these 

two reforms work hand-in-hand, continuing to shape China and other countries around 

them. “The Confucian Code of Rites (Liji) is expected to be the controlling document on 

civilized behavior, not law.
10

 

Murlowski, Ashlynn “2aimb”. Confucius: Actions and Legacies. Youtube, 08:07.  

March 28, 2009. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fa_Z3aUaXbc. 
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This multimedia source gives detailed pictures, as well as historical information on 

Confucianism, the creator Confucius, and the prosperity received. Confucianism was 

created in a time of war and downfall and had hopes to bring a shattered civilization back 

to its wealth and good-being. Though Confucius passed before legitimizing his teaching 

or seeing his dedication pull through, his followers continued his success and now, in 

modern China, Confucianism can be seen all throughout. In Confucius honor, temples 

were established, schools were built and other useful factors were created. “Today there 

are many temples that were built to honor Confucius. The temples built to Confucius are 

not organized places were groups gather to worship, but a public edifice designed for 

annual ceremonies.”
11

  

Taylor, Rodney L., and Howard Y.F. Choy. The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Confucianism, 1
st 

 

ed., s.v. “Hundred Days of Reform.” 1 vol. New York: The Rosen Publishing Group, 

Inc., 2005. 

This reference illuminates a powerful reform that lasted 100 days. It was a proposal 

insisting on rapid changes within China. The people were in pursuit of making 

civilization more modern. K’ang Yu-wei, the leader of the reform, stated that 

Confucianism legitimized the efforts put forth behind the reforms. Confucianism was the 

solution to China and modernization. The thought of Confucius was taken into 

consideration, yet the reform proved defeated. “Rather than suggesting the end of 
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Confucianism, K’ang argued that Confucianism was relevant to the transformation of 

China.”
12

 

Yan, Xuetong. Ancient Chinese Thought, Modern Chinese Power. New Jersey: Princeton 

 University Press, 2011.  

This thought provoking book highlights Ancient China in the past, explaining the mental      

process of what each decision made would have upon the new era. An explanation of 

history is given, leading the readers into the mist of the situations and each philosophy 

endured during Ancient China’s downfall. Two different points of views are spoken of 

when dealing with human nature, the government and the leading rules that shape China 

into its form today. The main argument is the rule of political leadership and the morality 

insisted that will be the rise, or downfall, of China. “Ministers will serve their lords with 

benevolence and justice; sons will serve their fathers with benevolence and justice; 

younger brothers will serve their elder brothers with benevolence and justice; so that ruler 

and minister, father and son, elder and younger brother will expel thoughts of profit and 

harbor benevolence and justice and draw close together.” 
13
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