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Ancient China 

 During the Warring States era in Ancient China, 600 B.C.E. – 300 B.C.E., this once 

lustrous civilization began experiencing a dramatic downfall with no select ruler and going to 

war with one-another, resulting in death, poverty and taxation. Within the Warring States three 

reforms, Confucianism, Daoism, and Legalism, where conceived in hope of transforming this 

once unified and glorious society into a utopia. Near the ending of 300 B.C.E., Legalism was set 

as the main form of government. Though Legalism was the key principle that China’s evolving 

civilization abided by, Confucianism continued to thrive, influencing China and other countries. 

Confucianism has gained many followers throughout the years and continues to prove to be a 

more stable and reinforcing code to consent with.  

Clark Atlanta University History Department.  The United States, Africa, and the World: A  

 History Reader. Littleton, MA: Tapestry Press, Ltd. 2011-2012. Accessed October 

 8, 2011. 

 Selections from The Analects of Confucius gives thought provoking methods of  

the teachings Confucius lead. The dialect between Confucius and the young boy, written 

down by fellow students who continued to pass on Confucius legacy after his death, 

describes each principle that he formulated for the civilization to practice. These 



principles were in hope to better their society and bring them upward and away from the 

path of destruction during the Warring States era. Respect, history, honor, government 

and the Mandate from Heaven all play sufficient parts in the conquest for a utopian 

country. “The Master said, at fifteen I set my mind on learning; by thirty I had found my 

footing; at forty I was free of perplexities; by fifty I understood the will of Heaven; by 

sixty I learned to give ear to others; by seventy I could follow my hearts desires without 

overstepping the line.”
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Dennerline, Jerry. “Confucianism.” New Dictionary of the History of Ideas. 2005.  

Encyclopedia.com. Accessed October 8, 2011. 

http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Confucianism.aspx  

This resource explains Confucius and his teachings from the very beginning, when it first 

began to spread to the current era. The introduction of the many forms of Confucianism 

such as, Han Confucianism and Neo-Confucianism are given as examples of the still 

thriving analects of Confucius. His teachings continue to prosper and influence other 

civilizations. The site gives an in-depth description of how Confucianism was birthed 

during the Warring States era in Ancient China and an idea of how Confucianism is still 

being taught and used in today’s society. “If a gentleman owes his status not to conditions 

of birth but to Confucian learning, then the same must be true of the exemplary woman.”
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Liu, Henry C K. “The Abduction of Modernity; Part 3: Rule of Law vs. Confucianism.” 
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Asian Times Online, no. 3 (24 Jul 2003). Accessed October 8, 2011. 

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/EG24Ad01.html  

This online article demonstrates the relationship between the “Rule of Law”, Legalism, 

and Confucianism. Though Legalism is the set principle followed, Confucius teaches 

greatly influence and directs the government and the people. Legalism is only establish to 

those who do not show justice, the criminals, liars and disrespectful. To all other citizens, 

the rule does not apply. Instead of working against one another, these two reforms work 

hand-in-hand, continuing to shape China and other countries around them. “The 

Confucian Code of Rites (Liji) is expected to be the controlling document on civilized 

behavior, not law.
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“Confucianism”. Crystal Links. Accessed October 8, 2011. 

http://www.crystalinks.com/confucianism.html 

Confucianism became most commonly known during the Warring States in Ancient 

China. Now, Confucianism has taken a wide spread over many parts of China, including 

Hong Kong and Macao; other followers of Confucius teachings include Japan, Korea and 

Vietnam. Though Confucianism was not set as Chinas reform, the teachings of Confucius 

has proved to be more understandable and has continued to gain a vast amount of 

followers. There have also been creations of different forms of Confucianism. “A 

virtuous plebian who cultivates his qualities can be a gentleman, while a shameless son of 

a king is only a small man.”
4
 

                                                            
3 Liu, Henry C K. “The Abduction of Modernity; Part 3: Rule of Law vs. Confucianism.” Asia times online (2003). 
4 “Confucianism.” Crystal Links. 

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/EG24Ad01.html
http://www.crystalinks.com/confucianism.html


 “Confucianism vs. Legalism: A Clash of Philosophies.” Scribd. 2011. Accessed October 8, 

 2011. http://www.scribd.com/doc/53392746/Confucianism-vs-Legalism  

This blog gives a brief contrast of Legalism and Confucianism, and then goes into depth 

of the background information, supporting each reform. Legalism is characterized as a 

symbol of power. Everything legalism stands for ultimately leads to the definition of 

power. The government has absolute power, the king or ruler has overall power and the 

society is limited with few compensations. Confucianism speaks of truth, following what 

was pasted down from history, and being characterized as equality. “Whoever was ruler 

was powerful because the position held power, not because the person possessed any 

special qualities.”
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